
IR‐4 Western Region Training Webinar: May 4th
11:00 am – 12:00 pm Pacific Time

1 5/4/2021



Western Region Training Webinar: May 4th
• Differences between IR‐4 and Canadian Trials

• eQAMigration to NC State

• Lab Notification of Sample Shipment

• Application Types and Equipment

• Sprayer Safety
• Feedback from QC
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Avast Ye Protocol Followers!
• The “Pirate Code” is 
more of a suggestion; 
IR‐4’s “Protocols” are 
not.

• IR‐4 protocols list 
requirements that if 
not followed result in 
deviations
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RDFN and FDB Comparison

Northeast Region Field Coordinator’s Office
Marylee Ross (mross@umd.edu) & Megan James (mjames14@umd.edu)

WSR Training Webinar – May 4, 2021



Overview
• Review Terminology

• Protocol & FDB Delivery Process
• GLP Acceptance Form & Trial Tracking Form
• Raw Data Summary

• RDFN Cover Page
• Order of Book

• Weighing Test Substance

• Adjuvant Expiration
• Calculations & Calibrations
• Application Records



“Any work conducted in the USA will be conducted 
according to EPA Good Laboratory Practice standards, 40 
CFR part 160, which are acceptable to OECD standards.” 

– Section 5, AAFC Pesticide Residue Study Plan



Terminology 

IR-4 AAFC
Field Data Book Raw Data Field Notebook

Test Substance Test Item

Protocol Study Plan

Part Section

Field Research Director Principle Investigator

Regional Field Coordinator Test Site Manager



Protocol & FDB Delivery

IR‐4 

RFC physically sends: 

• GLP Acceptance Letter
• Signed Protocol
• Blank Field Data Book
• Self Addressed Blue Card 

HQ physically sends: 

• Protocol Changes

AAFC

• Study Director electronically sends:
• Trial Tracking Form

• Signed Study Plan (with GLP 
Acceptance Form –Appendix A) 

• Raw Data Field Notebook

• Study Plan Amendments



GLP Acceptance & Tracking

IR-4 GLP Acceptance Form AAFC GLP Acceptance Form

IR-4 asks for 
tentative 
dates on 

GLP 
Acceptance 

Form, AAFC 
does not. 



GLP 
Acceptance & 
Tracking
• IR‐4 does not have a trial tracking 

form. 

• Trial Tracking Form is to be 
continually updated and sent to 
SD and QA upon completion of 
GLP events.

• Original trial tracking form stays 
with the book. 



Raw Data Summary

A Field Data Summary is mentioned in 
the instructions. IR-4 FRDs are not 

required to do this. 



RDFN 
Coverpage
• IR‐4 does not have this page.

• Instructions on how to complete 
this page can be found on Page 2 
of the instructions, item #10. 



Order of Book

FDB Parts
1. GLP Compliance

2. Personnel

3. Notes & Communication

4. Test Substance

5. Trial Site

6. Application

7. Sample Collection

8. Sample Shipping

9. Weather & Irrigation

10. Protocol & Changes

RDFN Sections
1. Study Plan, Amendments & 

Deviations

2. GLP Compliance

3. Communications & Activities Log

4. Test Item

5. Trial/Plot Site Information

6. Application

7. Harvest & Sampling

8. Shipping

9. Meteorological Data



Weighing Test Substance

The RDFN requires that the 
test substance be weighed upon 

receipt in the original 
container. 



Weighing Test Substance

The RDFN requires that the 
test substance and container be 
weighed once applications are 

complete. 



Weighing Test Substance

The RDFN also requires that 
the weight of the test 

substance and container be 
verified at disposal. 



Adjuvant Expiration

The RDFN specifies an expiration date and a “Use 
By” date. They are defined below in a footnote. 

Please note: IR-4 allows an assigned expiration date 
of up to 5 years from receipt. The RDFN’s “Use By” 

date only permits 3 years.  



Calculations
• It is acceptable for IR‐4 FRD’s to 

lineout the RDFN calculation 
pages and use their calculation 
pages as they would in a FDB. 



Output Calibrations



Speed Calibrations

The RDFN prompts for % 
Deviation calculations. 

Be aware, their guidance for 
“rechecks” is also different . 



Application Records

The RDFN requests a specific 
time for agitation.

They also prompt for a 
description of the appearance 

of the tank mixture, “if 
practical”. 



Application Records

The RDFN requests more 
specific information regarding 

the wind at application. 



“Any work conducted in the USA will be conducted 
according to EPA Good Laboratory Practice standards, 40 
CFR part 160, which are acceptable to OECD standards.” 

– Section 5, AAFC Pesticide Residue Study Plan



Thanks to our Canadian Partners for their 
contributions!



Pest Management Solutions for Specialty Crops and Specialty Uses

eQAUpdate
May 4, 2021



eQA transition to NC State

• The move to the NC State server went well

• This move has caused a change in logging into the eQA system

• To login with an NC State credentials:

 Use wolftech\(your NC State Unity ID) and password
 If you forget your password, please do not reset it in eQA



eQA transition to NC State

• To login as a member of IR-4 without NC State credentials:

 No longer need to include “cits\”
 Use your current login  (ex:  jsmith)
 First time you log in use your current password and will be prompted to change 

your password
 There is a “forget password” option located below the login if you have forgotten 

your password

• Please contact Debbie Carpenter or Johanna Mazlo if you have any issues



Thank you



Notifying the Analytical Lab of Sample Shipment

• Protocol Section 19. Residue Sample Handling and Shipment
•Method of shipment determines when lab needs to be notified

• Document notification made to the sample destination by 
email, fax, phone log, field data book communication note, 
etc.
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Overnight Carriers 
such as Federal 
Express Or Airborne

Contact designated person 
from the analytical lab prior to 
sample shipment for any 
specific shipping instructions.
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Freezer Truck

Acceptable to contact the lab 
prior to or on the day of 
shipment, before or after samples 
have been loaded on the truck.

OR
2020 and early 2021 protocols: 
Contact lab on the day before or 
the day of shipment, before or 
after the samples have been 
loaded on the truck.
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Hand‐delivered

Timing of notification not 
specified in the protocol, but 
common sense to contact lab 
prior to delivering the samples.
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Application Types and Equipment
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F/H/I

F/I

F/I

Herbicides

F/I

A:

B:

C:

D:

F:

F/IE:



Sprayer Safety:  
Thoughts from Seasoned Veterans…aka The Old Guys
• Pressurized sprayer
• Be careful of distractions
• Michael – grad school
• Stephen’s example

• Maintenance
• Hoses and couplers
• Test system with water first

• Cleaning and Disposal
• With PPE; Michael – gloves
• Appropriate disposal area

• Bystander exposure
• Airblast sprayer
• Michael – citrus orchard
• Stephen – cycling

• Other stories – what did we learn?
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Feedback fromQC Reviewers

• Stacked Plots
• Make sure permission from all study directors 
involved is documented and included in Part 3
(even if allowed by protocol)

35 MPT



QC Feedback

• Crop Stage
• If protocol specifies a particular crop stage at application or harvest, record the details in the FDB
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QC Feedback

• Spray Contact with Plants
• If the protocol specifies whether the spray is not to 
contact the plants or a specific overlap with the 
base of the plants
• Include verification of this in the application 
description
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Thank You for Attending!
• Please send ideas for future training or questions 
to wrfield@ucdavis.edu

• GLP training certificates will be sent to all 
attending
• If multiple people connected on one computer, 
send chat or email with all names + emails

• 2021 Webinars:
August, November
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