
July 2018: AgendaWrapping up in the Field…

Sampling and Notebook 
Tips for Successful 
IR-4 Trials



Oct 2018: Agenda

What we’ll cover today:

• Sampling descriptions
• Transporting test substances/containers 
• Calibration calculations
• Deviations v. amendments
• Marking up your protocol
• When to line out blanks
• Mist blowers for airblast applications
• Soil temperatures
• Buffer zones



Western Region 2014 Training Webinars

2017
• 140/160 received by RFC Office ‐ 89%
• 135/160 off to QA ‐ 86%

2018
• 20/147 received by RFC Office ‐ 14%
• 17/147 off to QA ‐ 12%

Field Data Notebook Status in the Western Region

MH



Sampling Reminders

Check for protocol amendments:

• Sample reductions/modifications?
• Allowed?
• Required?

• Bags & labels
• Be careful with multiple studies
• Tie, don’t knot…

MPT



Sampling Descriptions

Writing good harvesting/sampling 
descriptions

• How were plants/fruits selected for 
harvesting?

• Be specific and give numbers if 
applicable to address protocol

• 12 separate areas of plot
• Not including plot ends

MPT



Sampling Descriptions

• What equipment was used?
• Don’t forget clippers, knives, cutting 

boards
• How/When was equipment cleaned?

MPT



Sampling Equipment

• Rice Harvesting at UC Davis

MPT



Sampling Tools

• Separate Sets of harvesting tools?

MPT



Sampling Descriptions

• If threshed, was whole plot threshed?
• What sections if not?

• How was commodity reduced?
• Which portions were retained 

(opposite quarters, eighths, etc.)
• Were coolers used to transport samples?
• How were untreated and treated kept 

separate?

MPT



Sampling Descriptions

Representative Samples
• When using a hop picker…

SF



Sampling Descriptions

• If drying the commodity
• Drying equipment used (if any)
• Temperatures during drying
• Duration of drying
• Verifying moisture content (if required)

SF



Deviations v. Amendments

What’s a deviation?
What’s an amendment?

• Amendment is made by the Study Director
• Changes the protocol
• Generally before it occurs

• Deviation is anything done differently from what the 
protocol specifies

• Generally submitted after it occurs but can be 
before

Even if you get Study Director approval, it’s still a deviation…

MPT



To Line or Not to Line?

When to line out blank spaces in the notebook:

• >2 lines blank
• Unused portions of tables or lined areas
• Blank areas after written descriptions, 

calculations, etc.
• Form or section of form not needed

SN



To Line or Not to Line?

Lineout not needed for:

• Conditional prompts if the answer requires no 
further explanation 

• Blank space on printed pages (such as emails, 
printed labels, etc.)



Output Calibration Calculations

Part 6C.2 Boom Output v. Nozzle Output

Average nozzle output & dividing it by the time

Total output & dividing by the time

Re-label as Nozzle Output

SF



Canadian Trials:  Calibrations

When is a full calibration required?

MPT

Full Calibration Recheck
When equipment has not 
been calibrated that day

Applications made on the 
same day, same equipment, 
same parameters



Certificate of Analysis

Not All CoA’s are GLP 
characterized

The CoA needs to say it 
was GLP characterized 
and reference 40 CFR 
160 or some other 
GLPs.  

SN



Transporting Test Substances

Secondary/Service Containers – CA Required Labeling
• Include contact information AND the signal word from 

the label (caution, warning, danger)

New requirement in CA for labeling 
tank mixes when transporting
• Same reqs as secondary containers

CA requirement/good idea for others
• Carry copy of the label and SDS with the test 

substance

MPT



Details, details, details

To code or not to code

That is the question…

It’s GLPitis…



Speaking of Amendments…

TIP:  Mark up your protocol in your notebook when you 
receive an amendment

• No need to error code or date/initial the changes
It’s not considered data.  And very helpful !

• We’ve had near misses and trial cancelations because FRD didn’t 
remember application rate had changed

• Marking up the protocol may have prevented this

SF



Marking Up Protocols

Line‐out sections that don’t apply, markup applicable



Marking Up Protocols

Highlight Important Points



Mist Blowers for Airblast Applications

Output may not be consistent

• The pressure can vary depending on the angle of the 
nozzle

• Resulting in significantly different output from the 
calibrated amount

SRF





HI: Stumped v. “Un‐Stumped” Coffee

Stumped = 6’‐8’

Un‐Stumped = 10’‐12’



Mist Blowers

Measureback

• If using a mistblower
• Be sure to measure the 

amount left in the tank 
to confirm the output.

• The official post 
application verification 
will still be based on the 
calibration.  This is 
another confirmation.

SRF



DATE:  January 29, 2019
TIME:           11:00 am – 12:00 pm PDT
AUDIENCE: All

Topics: TBD

Next Training Session



Western Region 2018 Training Webinars

Thank you for attending

Training documentation will be provided

Concerns, Questions, Feedback

Mika Tolson, Stephen Flanagan and Michael Horak
(530) 752‐7635, 752‐7634
wrfield@ucdavis.edu


